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The Victorian Treaty Story So Far 

After a Statewide gathering in February 2016 where Traditional Owners and Aboriginal Victorians 
gathered and voiced a call for Treaty in favour of Constitutional recognition, the Victorian 
Government began consultations in April 2016 with Aboriginal Victorians at community forums 
around the state focused on self-determination and Treaty. Since that time there have been further 
consultations, gatherings and meetings, a working group and community assembly convened, and a 
final report tabled to the government about the need for an Aboriginal Representative Body that is 
independent of government, and which can negotiate the framework and rules for a Treaty in 
Victoria. 

Finding unity amongst a people who are still dealing with the intergenerational trauma of 
colonisation is complex and, as such, there are different views in the Victorian Aboriginal community 
as to whether or not the Treaty development and consultation process so far has been effective. The 
process of creating a model for Treaty or Treaties will be lengthy and complex, as there are many 
language groups, land groups and Native Title determinants to consider. Each group has different 
priorities, needs and practices. This means that showing respect and supporting First Peoples locally 
looks different everywhere. While acknowledging the range of views, we can’t discount the fact that 
the Victorian government has continued to work towards a Treaty with its First Nations, a strong and 
proud people, who have never ceded their sovereignty. All eyes are on Victoria which is currently 
leading the way for state based Treaty negotiations with its First Peoples. It is worth noting the 
contribution and hard work of the Aboriginal Treaty Working Group which was formed in July 2016 
and has been instrumental in advancing the process and collaborating with the Victorian Treaty 
Advancement Commission on Policy. Membership is rotating and current members are: 

• Ken Stewart and Rodney Carter nominated by the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council 
• Janine Coombs and Jamie Lowe nominated by the Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner 

Corporations 
• Indi Clarke and Jordan Edwards nominated by The Koorie Youth Council 

• Muriel Bamblett and Marcus Stewart nominated by the Aboriginal Executive Council 
 

They are joined by the following people appointed by the  
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs based on their personal experience and expertise: 

 
• Dan Turnbull (Co-Chair) 

• Eleanor Bourke (Co-Chair) 
• Paul Briggs 
• Vicki Clark 

• Aunty Joy Murphy-Wandin 
• Geraldine Atkinson 
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 The Victorian Treaty Story So Far (Page 2) 

On the 1st August 2018 the Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victorians bill made into law 
in the Victorian Parliament. This act does not legislate the outcomes of Treaty, nor who a Treaty can 
be made with, it is simply a stake in the ground that holds a future government accountable to the 
process. The bill outlines guidelines for the establishment of a Treaty process, including the roles of 
the First Peoples Assembly of Victoria (The Assembly, formerly known as the Aboriginal 
Representative Body or ARB) and Victorian government in negotiating a framework for Treaty. The 
Bill requires that the Assembly is formed. With a deficit of leadership from the Federal and State 
coalition governments on this issue, Victoria is now at the forefront of Treaty negotiations in 
Australia.  

In February 2018, Jill Gallagher AO was appointed as Victoria's Inaugural Treaty Commissioner and 
leads the Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission (VTAC). Jill is a Gunditjmara woman who has 
dedicated to her life to advocating for Aboriginal Victorians. Her role over the 18 months to Mid 2019 
is to continue to engage the Aboriginal Victorian community and form the First People’s Assembly of 
Victoria including the general election process. 

The Federation will also be involved in engaging Victorian Traditional Owners through a series of 
Talking Treaty meetings that will commence in August 2018.  

In September 2018 The Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission held an Elders Forum and a 
Statewide Gathering to present their proposed model for the First People’s Assembly of Victoria. You 
can watch a short video about the model, download the detailed 12 page Booklet on the model and 
give your feedback through a web form or document upload at their website 
https://victreatyadvancement.org.au/ 

The Government offered grants for Traditional Owner groups and Aboriginal businesses and 
organisations to conduct their own engagement around Treaty. There are small grants for up to 
$10,000 for Treaty Circles or larger grants for up to $100,000. More info including organisations that 
have received funding can be found at https://bit.ly/2tsqPSR .  

Other Web Based Treaty Resources: 

Aboriginal Treaty Working Group: https://bit.ly/2E72Y12 

Aboriginal Victoria Treaty Page https://bit.ly/2UTCV2M 

The Federation’s Treaty Resources Page https://www.fvtoc.com.au/information-resources 

3KND’s Soundcloud page (Charles Pakana Treaty Correspondent) https://soundcloud.com/3knd  
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